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Parliament; whereas Prince Bismarck, far from resisting it,
had in all likelihood been the cause of its suggestion and
adoption. It did not strike Herr von Savigny that a                jL

national politician could hardly have acted otherwise in
this matter. All he saw was that a post specially designed
for him, and the official residence attached to which he had
already taken possession of, had slipped through his fingers.
The Minister-President's offer to appoint him chief of the                  A

Federal  chancery with the title of Vice  Chancellor (a                  *

position  subsequently held  by Delbrueck) remained un-
acknowledged ab irato^ and prompted Savigny to quit the                 JL
above-mentioned official residence without delay, as well as                 ^
to break off all intercourse with one who had thitherto been
his friend.    Thenceforth Savigny became the Chancellor's
inveterate  enemy, and set to work organising a hostile
faction.     We   find   him   shortly   afterwards,  in   concert                  J.
with Ketteler, busy founding the   Centre-Party.     It   lay
in his inborn disposition to   bestir himself behind  the
scenes rather than on the stage itself, and, whilst partici-
pating in the arrangement of the Constitution, he carefully
abstained from making any oratorical display in Parliament
His share in the foundation of the Centre-Party is con-                   ^
sequently not so well known to the world as that of other
persons.    But, though  by no means an effective public
speaker, he was an able diplomatist and took a leading part                  ^y"
in getting together this particular group of deputies and
determining their line of action; which had not originally
been indicated by personal enmity to the Chancellor.

Prince Bismarck was drawn into fchis struggle by degrees,
as we have reason to believe, not by confessional but by
purely political motives. These latter had nothing what-
ever to do with Italian affairs or the seizure of Rome. On
the contrary, the Chancellor was highly provoked with